Neath Port Talbot AGENDA
=== (astell-nedd Port Talbot

County Borough Council Cyngor Bwrdeistref Sirol

STREETSCENE AND ENGINEERING SCRUTINY COMMITTEE
10.00 am FRIDAY, 1 DECEMBER 2017

COMMITTEE ROOMS A/B - NEATH CIVIC CENTRE

PART 1
1.  Toreceive any declarations of interest from Members

2.  To receive the Minutes of the Streetscene and Engineering Scrutiny
Committee held on 8th September 2017 (Pages 5 - 8)

3.  To receive the Scrutiny Forward Work Programme 2017/18.
(Pages 9 - 10)

4.  To select appropriate items from the Cabinet Board Agenda for pre-
scrutiny (Cabinet Board reports enclosed for Scrutiny Members).

5.  Any urgent items (whether public or exempt) at the discretion of the
Chairman pursuant to Section 100B (4) (b) of the Local
Government Act 1972

6.  Access to Meetings to resolve to exclude the public for the following
item(s) pursuant to Section 100A(4) and (5) of the Local
Government Act 1972 and the relevant exempt paragraphs of Part
4 of Schedule 12A to the above Act.

PART 2
7.  To select appropriate private items from the Cabinet Board Agenda

for pre-scrutiny (Cabinet Board Reports enclosed for Scrutiny
Members).




S.Phillips
Chief Executive

Civic Centre
Port Talbot Friday, 24 November 2017

Committee Membership:

Chairperson: Councillor S.M.Penry

Vice Councillor R.Thomas
Chairperson:

Councillors: A.R.Aubrey, N.J.E.Davies, R.Davies,
W.F.Griffiths, C.James, H.Jones, A.McGrath,
J.Warman, R.W.Wood and S.ap.Dafydd

Notes:

(1) If Committee Members or non-Committee Members wish to have
relevant items put on the agenda for future meetings, then please
notify the Chief Executive/Chair eight days before the meeting.

(2) If non-Committee Members wish to attend for an item of interest, then
prior notification needs to be given (by 12.00 noon on the day before
the meeting). Non-Committee Members may speak but not vote, or
move or second any motion.

(3) For pre scrutiny arrangements, the Chair will normally recommend
forthcoming executive items for discussion/challenge. It is also open
to Committee Members to request items to be raised - though
Members are asked to be selective here in regard to important
Issues.

(4) The relevant Cabinet Board Members will also be invited to be
present at the meeting for Scrutiny/ Consultation purposes.

(5) Would the Scrutiny Committee Members please bring the Cabinet
Board papers with them to the meeting.



Agenda Item 2
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STREETSCENE AND ENGINEERING SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

(Committee Rooms A/B - Neath Civic Centre)

Members Present: 8 September 2017
Chairperson: Councillor S.M.Penry

Vice Chairperson: Councillor S.Jones

Councillors: A.R.Aubrey, N.J.E.Davies, R.Davies, C.James,

H.Jones, A.McGrath, R.Thomas and R.W.Wood

Officers In M.Roberts, A.Lewis, Miss.C.Davies and
Attendance N.Evans
Cabinet Invitees: Councillors E.V.Latham and D.W.Davies

TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE STREETSCENE AND
ENGINEERING SCRUTINY COMMITTEE HELD ON 14 JULY 2017

The Scrutiny Committee noted the minutes.

TO RECEIVE THE SCRUTINY FORWARD WORK PROGRAMME
2017/18.

The Scrutiny Committee noted the work programme.

PRE- SCRUTINY

The Committee selected the following items for Scrutiny:

3.1 Household Waste Recycling Centre Opening Hours

Members considered a report that was a review of the changes to the
opening hours of the Council’'s Household Waste and Recycling
Centres.

Members stated that they understood that there is a clear priority for
the Council to meet recycling targets and the centres are a key part of
the process. Members suggested that the revised opening hours are
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not meeting the need and demand to recycle. Officers stated that the
revisions had been introduced to assist the Department in making
savings as part of the Council’s Forward Financial Plan.

A question was asked on how many Fixed Penalty Notices had been
issued in relation to fly tipping. Officers stated that notices are
generally issued to small scale fly tipping and confirmed that during
2016/2017 43 cases were successfully pursued through the courts.

Information was requested as to who FCC Environmental were and
what it cost the Council to have them manage the waste sites.
Officers confirmed they were a private sector company that was paid
approximately £1.2m which also covered the landfill tax payments.

Members suggested that there has been an increase in the cases of
flytipping offices responded by stating that initially there had been an
increase but this had now subsided.

Members requested that the officers review the opening hours and
report back at a later date The Committee agreed that the review
should consider three revised options that should include full
costings:

a. Open all sites between 10am and 6pm

b. Open all sites between 8am and 6.30pm during the summer
months

c. One centre opens until 8pm on a rolling rota

Officers stated that there would be a full review of the waste strategy
undertake in due course and all Member Seminars would be held in
November 2017 and March 2018 that would highlight to Members the
changes and would include a wide range of information including
costings.

Following scrutiny the report was noted.
3.2 Review of Pest Control Fees and Charges
Members considered a report that sought agreement to increase the

fees and charges in relation to the delivery of Pest Control to assist in
the achievement of savings.
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Officers advised that this was in relation to reducing subsidies rather
than cutting services and Members should be aware that some
Councils in Wales have ceased to offer this service.

Members stated that the 50% proposed rise in fees would result in
more problems as residents would fail to report incidents because of
the prohibitive cost.

An alternative recommendation was proposed for consideration by
Members. It was suggested that the increase in price should be £8
(E15 for out of hours) for domestic requests and the outcomes would
be reviewed after a 12 month period. It was agreed that the original
price increase proposed for commercial organisations remains.

Following scrutiny the Committee agreed that the alternative
recommendations be taken forward to Cabinet Board for
consideration.

3.3 Streetscene and Engineering Performance Indicators for Quarter
1 of 2017/2018

Members considered the quarterly performance management data for
the first quarter of 2017/2018.

Members raised concern in relation to the figures in relation to
clearing a reported fly tipping incident within 5 working days. Officers
stated that this issue was subject to ongoing discussions with Welsh
Government because if an incident is reported and a notice is issued
then this automatically results in a 10 day waiting period. Officers
further confirmed however, that incidents are not left for months
before being removed.

A gquestion was asked on how many agency drivers/workers are used
across the department. Officers stated that this information would
need to be collated and would be reported back to the committee.
Further information was requested on how many drivers the Council
has trained as Class 2 drivers.

Further information was requested in relation to staffing costs and the
Committee asked for information to be reported back specifically on:
e Staffing costs for weekend collections which would need to
distinguish between those as a result of bank holdays;
e Costs to the department to revisit areas where collections have
been missed.
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Members requested an updated list of responsibilities for the
Directorate by Head of Service so that they can understand the
iIssues facing each section.

Members questioned the information contained within the report in
relation to reduction is staff and officers confirmed that the only
section with a net reduction of staff last year was within the
Engineering and Transport Department.

Following scrutiny the report was noted.

CHAIRPERSON
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(DRAFT)

Streetscene and Engineering Scrutiny Committee

Forward Work Programme 2017/18

Date of Meeting

Agenda Item

Officer

8 September 2017

20 October 2017

1 December 2017

19 January 2018

Japanese knot weed

Version 4 31 October 2017

Officer Responsible: Charlotte Davies
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2 March 2018

Update on Side Waste Task and Finish Group

Scrutiny
Officer/Mike
Roberts

Tendering Out for grass cutting and weeding

13 April 2018

Version 4 31 October 2017

Officer Responsible: Charlotte Davies




	Agenda
	2 To receive the Minutes of the Streetscene and Engineering Scrutiny Committee held on 8th September 2017
	Minutes

	3 To receive the Scrutiny Forward Work Programme 2017/18.

